REMARKS 



In the Office Action of September 7, 2005, Claims 13-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by Fujiie (5,528,569) et al Additionally, Claims 13-42 are also 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Van Den Enden et al. (6,1 15,340). 

The Applicants respectfully present amendments to claims 13, 17, 21, 24, 28 and 37. The 
support for the amendments is found throughout the specification, for example on page 16, lines 
37-42. 

The Applicants submit a certified translation of the priority document JP 8-79252 of the 
parent application. This certified translation was previously submitted in the file of prior 
application (Serial Number 09/876,509) and should eliminate Van Den Enden et al. as a 
reference. 

In Fujiie et al., the recording data, that is data read out from memory 14, is arranged into 
a cluster at an interval of a predetermined number, for example, 32, of sectors or blocks, and 
several cluster-linking sectors are arrayed between adjoining clusters. (See column 9, lines 59-63 
and Fig. 3) 

That is, the recording data comprises a plurality of clusters, and each of the clusters 
comprises a plurality of sectors to record the recording data. The Examiner has pointed out that 
the " recording data " in Fujiie et al. corresponds to the "record information" in the presently 
claimed invention, the "clusters" in Fujiie et al. correspond to the "ECC blocks" in the presently 
claimed invention and the "dummy data" included in the linking sectors in Fujiie et al. 
corresponds to the "dummy information" in the presently claimed invention. 
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Moreover, in Fujiie et al., each cluster is composed of 32 sectors BO to B31, and five 
linking sectors LI to L5 are arranged between these clusters for linking the adjoining clusters 
(See column 9, lines 63-66 and Fig. 3). In addition, for recording a cluster, such as a K'th cluster 
Ck, the 32 sectors BO to B3 1 of the cluster Ck, and the linking sectors arrayed before and after the 
cluster C k , namely the three sectors (referred to as "run-in blocks") L3 to L5 towards the cluster 
Ck-i and the three blocks LI to L3 towards the cluster Ck+i sectors (referred to as "run-out 
blocks"), making a total of 38 sectors, are recorded as one unit (See column 9, line 66 to column 
10, line 6 and Fig 3). 

That is the recording data in Fujiie et al. includes not only the clusters but also the linking 
sectors. The linking sectors are recorded whenever one cluster is recorded. 

On the other hand, in the presently claimed invention, the first record information (old 
data) does not include the dummy information. The dummy information is recorded after the last 
ECC block included in the first record information, is recorded, as shown in claim 1 and Fig. 5. 
Therefore, since the dummy information is not recorded whenever one ECC block is recorded, it 
is possible to more effectively utilize the record area. 

Accordingly, it is obvious that Fujiie et al. does not entirely disclose above feature of the 
presently claimed invention and cannot have above effect of the presently claimed invention. 

The Applicants respectfully request for a reconsideration and a withdrawal of the 
rejection. In view of the amendments to the claim and the foregoing remarks, the Applicants 
respectfully submit that this application is in condition for allowance. 

The applicants do not believe there are any fees due. However, if any additional fees are 
due, please charge such sums to our Deposit Account 50-1 145. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald E. Brown 
Reg. No. 32,200 

Gerald Levy 
Reg. No. 24,419 

Attorney for Applicant 

Pitney Hardin LLP 

7 Times Square 

New York, NY 10036-7311 
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